
Village of St. Joseph​
Village Board Meeting​

April 14, 2026 
 
Mayor Page called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all present.  

Roll call was taken. ​​ Page Present  
Walsh Present  
Peters Present  
Childers Present  
Wolfersberger Present  
Cummings Absent  
Rapp Present​
 

Others in attendance: Joe Hackney, Village Administrator; Debbie Routh, Village Treasurer; Mike 
Sennert, Village Clerk; Marc Miller, Village Attorney;  Reid Bewley, , Village Resident; and Nora 
Maberry, The St. Joseph Record.  
 
Appointments:  
 
Community Festival Commission Appointments: Nora Maberry, Angela Page, John Dwyer, 
Drew Artega, Sandi Paprzyca, Jeremy Yohnka 
 
Wolfersberger motioned and Peters seconded to approve the Community Festival Commission 
Appointments as presented.  Roll call was taken:  Walsh-Aye, Peters-Aye, Childers-Aye, 
Wolfersberger-Aye, and Rapp-Aye.  Motion passed 5-0 
  
Planning and Zoning Commission Appointments: Jeff Klotz, Matt Crider, Jeff Kern, Gary Garrison, 
Javier Zenil Pena   
 
Rapp motioned and Walsh seconded to approve the Planning and Zoning Commission 
Appointments as presented.  Roll call was taken:  Walsh-Aye, Peters-Aye, Childers-Aye, 
Wolfersberger-Aye, and Rapp-Aye.  Motion passed 5-0 
 
Consent Agenda (* indicates action item, omnibus motion): 

1. Regular Board of Trustees Meeting minutes - March 24, 2026* - Exhibit #1  
2. Executive Session Minutes - March 24, 2026* - Exhibit #2  
3. Treasurer’s Report, April 2026* - Exhibit #3  
4. Investment Recommendations, April 2026* - Exhibit #4  
5. Roch’s Parklet 2026 Application* - Exhibit #5  
6. El Toro Parklet 2026 Application* - Exhibit #6  
7. Special Event Permit #2026-006 - 4th Grade Business Tour* - Exhibit #7  
8. Approval of bills in the amount of $96,297.83* - Exhibit #8 

 
 Rapp motioned and Childers seconded to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Roll call 
was taken:  Walsh-Aye, Peters-Aye, Childers-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, and Rapp-Aye.  Motion 
passed 5-0 
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Public Participation: 
-None 
 
New Business (* Indicates Action Item): 

1. Consideration and possible approval of Amended Professional Services Agreement 
between Clark Dietz, Inc. and the Village of St. Joseph, Illinois for Contract Operator at 
WWTP* - Exhibit #9  

Administrator Hackney gave an overview of the contract.  He explained that it allows the 
village to continue Clark Dietz personnel to operate the WWTP.  Hackney also pointed out 
that if the Village does sell the sewer plant in the future the contract can be canceled. 

Rapp motioned and Wolfersberger seconded to approve the Amended Professional Services 
Agreement between Clark Dietz, Inc. and the Village of St. Joseph, Illinois for Contract Operator 
at WWTP as presented.  Roll call was taken:  Walsh-Aye, Peters-Aye, Childers-Aye, 
Wolfersberger-Aye, and Rapp-Aye.  Motion passed 5-0 

 
2. Consideration and possible approval of Audit Engagement Letter between Lauterbach & 

Amen and Village of St. Joseph for 2026, 2027, and 2028.* - Exhibit # 10  
 
Rapp motioned and Walsh seconded to approve the Audit Engagement Letter between 
Lauterbach & Amen and Village of St. Joseph for 2026, 2027, and 2028 as presented.  Roll 
call was taken:  Walsh-Aye, Peters-Aye, Childers-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, and Rapp-Aye.  
Motion passed 5-0 
 
3. Consideration and possible approval of request by GAM Properties, LLC to waive 

preliminary plat portion of Subdivision process for proposed development north of 
Reagan Drive in South East Portion of Village* - Exhibit #11​
 

Administrator Hackney explained that this waives the preliminary plat requirement but the 
company will still have to go through the regular subdivision processes.   

Childers motioned and Wolfersberger seconded to approve the request by GAM Properties, LLC 
to waive preliminary plat portion of Subdivision process for proposed development north of 
Reagan Drive in South East Portion of Village as presented.  Roll call was taken:  Walsh-Aye, 
Peters-Aye, Childers-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, and Rapp-Aye.  Motion passed 5-0 

Old Business (* indicates Action Item): 

1. FY26/27 Budget Discussion: Direction on Discretionary Budget Items: - Exhibit #12  

Administrator Hackney informed the trustees he included a draft on next fiscal year’s budget 
in the packet and would like feedback before the next meeting.  He added that he will have 
the final budget ready at the next meeting for approval. 

Mayor Page then led the discussion of the discretionary items that were to be considered for 
the new budget. 
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1. Wage adjustment-All trustees agreed that this should be included. 

2. Demolition of old church building-yes 

Administrator Hackney told the trustees he will have shown the property 15 times by the end 
of next week.  Trustee Rapp expressed he would like it to be listed with a realtor for 60-90 
days and he doesn't want to rush into demolition.   

3. Recycling center contribution-All agreed to include a contribution in the new budget​
​
Trustee Walsh suggested a $2000 donation per year for three years, The rest of the trustees 
agreed to this amount. 

4. Comprehensive plan update-Trustees agreed to postpone including it for a year.​
​
Administrator Hackney explained the updated planning would cost $50,000 which would study 
the Village’s land use. He added that it shows you are intentionally planning for the future.   

5. Fireworks-Trustees agreed to include the agreement with American Patriot for a three year 
term.​
​
Trustee Walsh asked if the companies have given a list of what they will be setting off?  
Administrator Hackney responded that what they are setting off is included in the packet. 

6. Animal Control-Trustees agreed to include this in the new budget.​
​
Mayor Page explained the new contract is now an hourly rate per call not a per capita rate.  
He feels this is something the village would benefit from. 

7. Digitization preservation of historic records-Trustees agreed to include this in the new 
budget.​
​
Administrator Hackney explained the village has large amounts of historical documents that 
need to be digitized before they completely disintegrate. 

8. Park and Rec coordinator-Page, Wolfersberger, Childers, Peters, and Walsh agreed to add it 
to the new budget.  Rapp disagreed with adding it to the new budget.​
​
Mayor Page discussed that he would like to have it in the budget and start out as a part-time 
position.  Administrator Hackney added he will survey other Villages and come up with an 
appropriate hourly rate.  Trustee Childers agreed to start with a part-time position for six 
months and then reassess the need.  Trustee Rapp expressed he is against it.  Rapp feels the 
position has some value but the village just got funding for the parks and rec department and 
it is too soon to add a salary to the budget.  
 
2. Continued discussion of Fund Balance Policy.- Exhibit #13  
 
Administrator Hackney asked for direction specifically for the general fund and the reserve the 
trustees want to have as a reserve.  The auditor suggests no less than a 3 month balance and 
no more than 6 month balance.  After discussing it the Trustees directed Hackney to work on 
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the policy and include the 3 month minimum and 6 month maximum for a reserve. 

Village Administrator: 

-Administrator Hackney reported that Stark Excavation has started on the Rail Trail expansion 
and they have approached the Village about dirt.  Clark Dietz recommended the Village allow 
Stark to dig dirt from one of the Village’s proposed drainage pond areas.  Hackney recommended 
the proposed site to the East of Hackler Park, where the Village has planned a drainage pond.  
The trustees were in agreement. 

Staff Updates: 

-Village Attorney-Nothing to report. 

-Village Clerk-Nothing to report. 

-Public Works-Nothing to report. 

Mayor: 

-Nothing to report. 

Board of Trustees: 

- Nothing to report. 

Executive Session:  

At 8:05 p.m., Childer motioned and Peters seconded to enter into Executive Session for: 

1)​ Executive session for the limited purpose of discussing the setting of a price for the sale of 
property owned by the Village pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (6)​
Roll call was taken:  Walsh-Aye, Peters-Aye, Childers-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, and 
Rapp-Aye.  Motion passed 5-0 

At 8:25 p.m., Walsh motioned and Wolfersberger seconded to return to Open Session.  Roll call 
was taken:  Walsh-Aye, Peters-Aye, Childers-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, and Rapp-Aye.  Motion 
passed 5-0​
​
At 8:26 p.m., Peters motioned and Walsh seconded to adjourn the meeting. 

These minutes are respectfully submitted. 

​
Mike Sennert​
Village Clerk​
Approved:  April 28, 2026 
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