
Village of St. Joseph
Village Board Meeting

July 23, 2024

Mayor Fruhling-Voges called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all present.

Roll call was taken. Fruhling-Voges Present
Page Present
Vallee Present
Painter Present
Wolfersberger Present
Cummings Present
Rapp Present

Others in attendance: Joe Hackney, Village Administrator; Mike Sennert, Village Clerk/IT;
Marc Miller, Village Attorney; Todd Hitt, Jim Page, Brooks Bennett-Miller, St. Joseph
Recreation Foundation Board Members; Rusty Shafer, St. Joseph Stanton Fire
Protection District; Butch Dalhaus, Rector Solar; and Tom Olenick, BOW Renewables.

Appointments:
Appointment of Michael Sennert as Village Clerk

Trustees were presented with the job description for the Village Clerk position and the
monthly salary of $700 for duties assigned.

Painter motioned and Cummings seconded to approve the appointment of Michael
Sennert as the Village Clerk. Roll call was taken: Page-Aye, Vallee-Aye, Painter-Aye,
Wolfersberger-Aye, Cummings-Aye, and Rapp-Aye. Motion passed 6-0

Consent Agenda (* indicates action item, omnibus motion):

1. Regular Village Board Meeting minutes - June 11th, 2024* - Exhibit #1
2. Approval of bills in the amount of $20,323.08 - Exhibit #2

Rapp motioned and Page seconded to approve the consent agenda as presented. Roll
call was taken: Page-Aye, Vallee-Aye, Painter-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, Cummings-Aye,
and Rapp-Aye. Motion passed 6-0

Public Participation:

None

New Business (* Indicates Action Item):

1. Presentation of Community Building project as well as consideration of resolution
offering Village commitment. - Exhibit #3

Jim Page and Todd Hitt from the St Joseph Recreation Foundation (SJRF) gave the
Trustees an update on the progress toward building a Community Center. The SJRF
has incorporated into a non-profit and opened a local bank account. A nine member
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Board of Directors has been created and their first meeting was July 22, 2024. The
family of Ralph Woodard has conditionally dedicated one million dollars toward the
community center. The SJRF anticipates the cost of construction of the community
center to be approximately $2,300,000.

Page and Hitt reported that they have visited ten community centers in Central Illinois
to get ideas for the new building. They have also engaged IGW Architecture for a
feasibility study. Page also discussed the group's work locating grants for the project,
their fundraising plans, and design ideas along with location at the Sports Complex.

Page and Hitt asked the Trustees to adopt a resolution to reserve five acres of land at
the Sports Complex, recognize SJRF as a full partner in development of the center,
and rededicate the earmarked $300,000 to the project.

Cummings motioned and Wolfersberger seconded to approve the resolution offering
Village commitment to the Community Center project. Roll call was taken: Page-Aye,
Vallee-Aye, Painter-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, Cummings-Aye, and Rapp-Aye. Motion
passed 6-0

Old Business (* indicates Action Item):
1. Consideration and possible selection of a qualified bid for Solar Services on farm
ground owned by the Village* -Exhibit #4

Village Trustees discussed the options and desire to enter into an agreement to put
solar panels on the farm land adjacent to the Sports Complex.
-Trustee Painter asked what type of profit the village could expect from purchasing
panels from Rector Solar. Butch Dalhaus, Rector Solar, said he didn’t have the
numbers with him but would provide those to the board.
-Trustee Rapp would like to have a funding source for the parks and sports complex,
but he is concerned about the debt load with purchasing the panels and would like to
table it for now.
-Mayor Fruhling-Voges commented that she was not comfortable with the expenditure
right now with the other big projects the Village is paying for. She added that she
might feel differently in the future once some of the current projects are paid off.
-Trustee Wolfersberger questioned since the Trustees are concerned with lease
agreement taking up 40 acres, how small of an area would BOW Renewables be
willing to go down to. Tom Olenick from BOW Renewables said they could possibly
go down to 10-15 acres and still make a profit, he will send that information for review.

No action taken.

Village Administrator:

- Village Administrator Hackney asked the Trustees for a straw poll on a resident request
to split their lot into two lots. Trustees were in favor of allowing it.
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Staff Updates:

-Village Attorney-Nothing to report.

-Village Clerk-Village Clerk Sennert reported that he and the Village Administrator had
searched through the files in storage to find copies of past resolutions. The resolutions
have been scanned into electronic form and will be available on the website in the near
future.

-Public Works-Staff Report - July 2024 - Exhibit #5

Mayor’s Desk:

-Mayor Fruhling-Voges reminded the trustees of the IML conference in September and to
let Joe know if they were interested in going. She also asked if any trustees wanted to
participate in the Fall Festival parade.

The Mayor also shared that the Prince Of Peace Youth Group had a work day at the new
Village Hall organizing and stacking items for donation.

Board of Trustees:

-Trustee Wolfersberger inquired about temporary stop signs at the Sports Complex during
the festival. Hackney said he would talk to the Public Works Director about getting that
done.
-Trustee Painter-discussed possibly moving the Santa Run to the weekend before, when
the pancake breakfast and visit with Santa happens. He commented that he would like to
have a few events for runners to visit after the run.
Trustee Page questioned if there was any interest in moving the house on village land by
the wastewater plant or if it will be demolished. Hackney said the developer doesn’t want
the house and no one has expressed interest in moving it.

At 8:11 p.m., Painter motioned and Page seconded to adjourn the meeting.

These minutes are respectfully submitted.

Mike Sennert
Village Clerk

Approved: August 13, 2024
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