
Village of St. Joseph​
Village Board Meeting​

August 26, 2025 

 
Mayor Page called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all present.  

Roll call was taken. ​​ Page Present  
Walsh Absent  
Peters Present  
Childers Present  
Wolfersberger Present  
Cummings Present  
Rapp Absent​
 

Others in attendance: Joe Hackney, Village Administrator; Mike Sennert, Village Clerk; 
Marc Miller, Village Attorney; Noah Morris, Adam Campbell, Bruce Stickers, Charles 
Butzow, Curtis Dillman, Jeff & Elizabeth Schleef, Lee Jannusch, Village Residents; and 
Eli Smith from Sanagamon Solar. 
 
Consent Agenda (* indicates action item, omnibus motion): 

1. Regular Village Board Meeting minutes - August 12, 2025* - Exhibit #1  
2. Approval of bills in the amount of $66,836.75* - Exhibit #2  
3. Special Event Permit 2025-013 - Roch’s Benefit Concert * - Exhibit #3  

 
Cummings motioned and Wolfersberger seconded to approve the consent agenda as 
presented.  Roll call was taken:  Peters-Aye, Childers-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, and 
Cummings-Aye.  Motion passed 4-0 
 
Public Participation: 
 
Village Resident Noah Morris asked when Evergreen Street would be repaired.  
Administrator Hackney responded that the plan for repairs has been submitted to IDOT 
and as soon as it is approved it will be milled down and repaved. 
 
New Business (* Indicates Action Item): 

1. Public Hearing and Consideration of the recommendation from Planning and 
Zoning commission regarding an application by Butzow to amend the zoning 
designation of a parcel located at 4 Sec 14 T19NR10E and Lot pt 4 Sub of N 
1/2 SE 1/4 NW 1/4 and NE 1/4 SW 1/4 NW 1/4 Sec. 14-19-10 and other land 
from R-1 Residential to Agricultural, and to amend the Authorized Use Table to 
make the Solar Farms listed as a Special Use allowance within Agricultural 
zoned parcels*. - Exhibit #4  

Mayor Page opened the hearing for public comment: 

-Adam Campbell spoke in favor of the Solar project, citing more energy creation 
and savings for the community.  He encouraged the board to consider 
approving the solar project. 
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-Bruce Stickers, drainage commissioner spoke to the Trustees about the 
drainage tile that runs through the property.  He reminded the Trustees that last 
year a tile broke in that area and they had to take equipment in there to repair it. 

-Charles Butzow, property owner for the proposed project, discussed the 
benefits of the solar project.  He highlighted the energy savings for the residents 
and increased tax revenue for the Village.  Butzow explained that they have 
owned the land for 17 years and allowed the FFA to farm the land at no cost.  
He expressed that he feels there are three options for the property: 1-solar 
array, 2 -subdivide and build houses on the land, 3-Village purchase the land 
and make a park on the property. 

-Curtis Dillman spoke against the project citing decreased property values and it 
would not be pleasing to look at. 

-Jeff Schleef informed the Trustees that his back yard adjoins the property and 
doesn't want to look at the solar field and is concerned of the heat that comes 
off of them.  He is also concerned with his property value decreasing and the 
safety of having the devices. 

-Elizabeth Schleef doesn’t want to see it in her backyard and feels it is too small 
of an area in the middle of the Village. 

-Lee Jannusch talked to the Trustees about how her family can view the 
proposed solar project area from their backyard.  It is a flood plain and she is 
concerned about how the project will affect this. 

-Eli Smith from Sangamon Solar gave the Trustees an overview of the solar 
project.  He also explained that they took the questions from the Zoning and 
Planning meeting and provided written answers for those. 

Cummings motioned and Childers seconded to deny amending the zoning designation 
of a parcel located at 4 Sec 14 T19NR10E and Lot pt 4 Sub of N 1/2 SE 1/4 NW 1/4 and 
NE 1/4 SW 1/4 NW 1/4 Sec. 14-19-10 and other land from R-1 Residential to 
Agricultural, and deny amending the Authorized Use Table to make the Solar Farms 
listed as a Special Use allowance within Agricultural zoned parcels as presented.  Roll 
call was taken:  Peters-Aye, Childers-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, and Cummings-Aye.  
Motion passed 4-0 

 
2. Resolution amending personnel policies making updates to bereavement policy* - 
Exhibit #5  
 
Hackney gave an overview of the policy proposed changes. 

 
Wolfersberger motioned and Cummings seconded to approve the Resolution amending 
personnel policies making updates to bereavement policy as presented.  Roll call was 
taken:  Peters-Aye, Childers-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, and Cummings-Aye.  Motion 
passed 4-0 
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3. Resolution amending personnel policies adding a return to work policy* - Exhibit 
#6 
Administrator Hackney explained that the Village’s Illinois Municipal League 
insurance is requiring the Village to adopt this policy.   
 

Cummings motioned and Peters seconded to approve the Resolution amending 
personnel policies adding a return to work policy as presented.  Roll call was taken:  
Walsh-Aye, Peters-Aye, Childers-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, and Cummings-Aye.  Motion 
passed 4-0 

 
4. Discussion of revenue option for Parks and Recreation - Exhibit #7 

Mayor Page explained that after the parks budget was separated into its own budget line 
last year, they have found out it takes a large sum of money to run the parks each year. 

Mayor Page then explained that sales tax in the village is currently at ½ percent but he is 
looking at proposing to raise the tax to 1 %, to support the parks.  He emphasized this is 
for information only and not being voted on tonight.  We don’t want to raise property 
taxes so this would be an alternative.   

Trustee Cummings added that this would create a stable long term revenue for parks 
and recreation. 

Trustee Childers commented that the rental fees aren’t coming close to covering the 
expenses.   

Old Business (* indicates Action Item): 

1. Second Reading: Amended Appropriations Ordinance FY25/26* - Exhibit #8  

Administrator Hackney explained that this gives the Village the ability to transfer the 
funds if the Trustees decide to do so. 

Peters motioned and Wolfersberger seconded to approve the Amended Appropriations 
Ordinance FY25/26 as presented.  Roll call was taken:  Peters-Aye, Childers-Aye, 
Wolfersberger-Aye, and Cummings-Aye.  Motion passed 4-0 

Village Administrator: 

- Staff report  
Administrator Hackney informed the Trustees that the Option to purchase agreement 
from the Taylor Construction company would be coming to them soon. 

Staff Updates: 

-Village Attorney-Nothing to report 
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-Village Clerk-Nothing to report 

-Public Works-Nothing to report 

Mayor’s Desk: 

-Nothing to report 

Board of Trustees: 

- Nothing to report 

 

At 7:57 p.m., Wolfersberger motioned and Childers seconded to adjourn the 
meeting. 

These minutes are respectfully submitted. 

 

 

Mike Sennert​
Village Clerk 

 

Approved:  September 9, 2025 

 

4 


