VILLAGE OF ST. JOSEPH
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING
MARCH 26, 2024

Mayor Fruhling-Voges called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all present.

Roll call was taken. Fruhling-Voges Present
Page Present
Vallee Present
Painter Present
Wolfersbherger Present
Cummings Present
Rapp Present

Others in attendance: Joe Hackney, Village Administrator; Tiffany McElroy-
Smetzer, Village Clerk; Mike Sennert, Village IT; Marc Miller, Village Attorney;
Andrea Bretl* and Jim Edinburn, Clark Dietz, Village Engineers; Kevin Martledge,
SJO Tennis Coach, Jeremy Yhonka, St. Joseph Pickleball; Rusty Shafer, St.
Joseph Stanton Fire Protection District; and Nora Maberry*, The St. Joseph Record.
*Attended by Zoom.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Yhonka spoke to the Board regarding pickleball. He discussed the use of Kolb
Park. He noted that there had been some vandalism to the club’s equipment. The
club has installed some cameras at the tennis court with Hackney's approval.
Yhonka noted that the Pickleball Club shares Kolb Park court with tennis. This has
worked out well. Yhonka also noted that it would be ideal if there could be 4 tennis
courts built at the Sports Complex. The SJO Girls Tennis Team could practice and
play there . Martledge, the SJO tennis coach, stated that currently the team pays
to use the Atkins facility at the U of | and individually practice when they can get
time on the tennis court in St. Joseph. There is a lot of demand for that court.

Yhonka stated that there are 300 — 350 people in the Pickleball Facebook group.
He estimates that approximately 75% of the members are from St. Joseph. The
Club keeps growing. Last year, the club hosted a 40 team tournament.

He requested that the Village put the pickleball equipment back up at the Sports
Complex as this will give the group even more places to play and people can play
as their children are at sports practice at the park. Yhonka stated that the Club
could paint the lines at the Sports Complex courts. Hackney will work with Public
Works to get the equipment set up.
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CONSENT AGENDA (* indicates action item, omnibus motion):

1.
2.
3.

Regular Village Board Meeting Minutes — February 27, 2024* - Exhibit #1
Regular Village Board Minutes — March 12, 2024* - Exhibit #2
Approval of bills in the amount of the $37,472.40* - Exhibit #3

Page motioned and Wolfersberger seconded to approve the bills as presented. The
minutes will be held to be approved at the next Board Meeting. Roll call vote was
taken: Page — Aye, Vallee — Aye, Painter — Aye, Wolfersberger — Aye, Cummings
— Aye, and Rapp - Aye. Motion passed 6-0.

NEW BUSINESS:

1)

2)

Awarding bids in the amount in the amount of $ 1,079,950.25 for Eim
Street Phase 1 project*- Exhibit #4:

Hackney noted reported that Clark Dietz's recommendation was to accept
Stark Excavating’s bid of $ 1,079,950.25. Fruhling-Voges noted that it is
very nice to make this major step in fixing the stormwater issues in the
Village.

Rapp motioned and Cummings seconded to approve Stark Excavating’s bid
of $1,079,950.25. Roll call vote was taken: Vallee — Aye, Painter — Aye,
Wolfersberger — Aye, Cummings — Aye, Rapp — Aye, and Page — Aye.
Motion passed 6-0.

Edinburn gave an update of the sewer plant construction. Things are
progressing on schedule.

FY2024/2025 Street, Sidewalk, curb, and gutter program* - Exhibit #5:
Hackney referred the Board to the list compiled by Peters and the Public
Works staff. Peters was available for questions. ltems can be discussed
again at the first meeting in May.

FY2024/2025 Budget — Decision Point Review — Exhibit #6:

There was discussion of some of the items on the list of discretionary budget
items. Hackney and Fruhling-Voges explained that you have to appropriate
for an item before you can spend money. They then stressed that you do
not have to spend all the money that you have appropriated. The Board
should continue to look at the budget forms that Hackney provides each
month. The Board should not spend more than they can afford.

Trustees asked questions regarding items and discussed items that they
liked and disliked and why.
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OLD BUSINESS:

1)

2)

Consideration of entering into_an_intergovernmental agreement for
purposes of supporting the intervention in the lllinois American Water
Company Rate Case before the ICC- Exhibit #7:

Rapp motioned and Cummings seconded to approve “An Ordinance
Approving An Intergovernmental Agreement Regarding lllinois American
Water Company Rate Increase Case”. The Village cost would be $858.39.
Roll call vote was taken: Painter — Aye, Wolfersberger — Aye, Cummings -
Aye, Rapp- Aye, Page — Aye, and Vallee — Aye. Motion passed 6-0.

Continue Discussion of Community Solar Program on Village owned
property with BOW Renewables:

Fruhling-Voges told the Board that she wanted the Board to think about the
fact that the solar program was committing the land for 40 years. She stated
that she knew that the income looked attractive but she wanted the Board to
look at the future needs of the Village. Discussions took place regarding
holding enough land back to build another ball field and a community
building. Fruhling-Voges discussed how Villa Grove funded their Community
Building. There was a lot of fundraising and a grant. There also needs to
be a revenue stream for the upkeep of the building. There were questions
about the configurations of the proposed solar fields. Hackney will follow-up
on this issue. There were discussions regarding the number of acres that
could be taken out of the solar program before the companies would no
longer be interested in the project. Hackney noted that while this could bring
money into the Parks fund it will not be a total cure for the funding issues in
Parks and Rec.

VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR:

Updates.

Staff Report — Exhibit #9

Hackney noted that Jim Arndt will be at the next meeting to update the
Board.

STAFF UPDATES:

Village Attorney — Nothing to report.
Village Clerk — Nothing to report.
Public Works — Staff Report — Exhibit #8

MAYOR’S DESK:

Fruhling-Voges reported that the issues of the St. Joseph Record from 1963
- 1980 have now been digitized. They can be accessed at the lllinois Digital
Newspaper Collection (INDC).

Fruhling-Voges reported that there is a Zoning Workshop next Monday.

-
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- Fruhling-Voges asked for a moment of silence for Dan Wright who passed
last week. He was very active in the community and will be very much
missed.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

- Painter questioned what would be needed to be done to put a half cent sales
tax in place for parks. Fruhling-Voges stated that it would be a referendum
that would have to be voted on by the residents of the Village. There was
a lot of education on what the Village was going to do with the funds.
Previously, the Board held informational meetings for people to see what
the Village was going to use the money for and residents could ask

questions. There were also informational mailings sent out. It was
discussed about finding out how residents felt about a sales tax for the
parks.

It was noted that this was a sales tax not a property tax. Painter stated that
the Village sales tax is less than Champaign Urbana.

OTHER: Nothing.

At 8:57, Painter motioned and Page seconded to adjourn the meeting.

These minutes are respectfully submitted.

Tiffany McEIroy Smetze — \
Vlllage Clerk \\ ,
\ / ‘ o~

Approved: April 9, 2024/



