
Village of St. Joseph
Village Board Meeting

June 25, 2024

Mayor Fruhling-Voges called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all present.

Roll call was taken. Fruhling-Voges Present
Page Absent
Vallee Absent
Painter Present
Wolfersberger Present
Cummings Present
Rapp Present

Others in attendance: Joe Hackney, Village Administrator; Mike Sennert, Interim Village
Clerk/Village IT; Marc Miller, Village Attorney; Gavin Gunter, Law Clerk; Mike Peters,
Public Works Director (via Zoom); Rusty Shafer, St. Joseph Stanton Fire Protection
District;, Butch Dalhaus, Ben Gorman(via zoom) Village Residents.

Consent Agenda (* indicates action item, omnibus motion):

1. Regular Village Board Meeting minutes - June 11th, 2024* - Exhibit #1
2. Executive Session Meeting minutes - June 11th, 2024* - Exhibit #2
3. Approval of bills in the amount of $$122,697.82* - Exhibit #3
4. Consideration and possible approval, of Special Event Permit (2024-011) - Fall
on Main* - Exhibit #4
5. Professional Services Agreement - Elm Street reconstruction project* - Exhibit #5

Trustee Cummings questioned the bill from Dust and Sons for the purchase of a
blower and oil. Public Works Director Mike Peters responded that it was
replacement equipment for a blower that quit working.

Cummings motioned and Wolfersberger seconded to approve the consent agenda as
presented. Roll call was taken: Painter-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, Cummings-Aye, and
Rapp-Abstain. Motion passed 3-0-1

Public Participation:
None

New Business (* Indicates Action Item):

1. Request, and possible approval, to construct football shed, storage, and
announcer booth on Sports Complex property* -Exhibit #6

Administrator Hackney reported that the Youth Football League wanted to
replace the existing announcer stand with a new structure that will also provide
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storage for Youth Football. Youth Football representative, Ben Gorman added
that the group would like to get started as soon as possible on the demolition and
construction of the new announcer’s booth and shed, so it is ready for their first
game in September.

Painter motioned and Wolfersberger seconded to approve Youth Football to construct a
football shed, storage, and announcer booth on Sports Complex property as presented.
Roll call was taken: Painter-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, Cummings-Aye, and Rapp-Aye.
Motion passed 4-0

2. Consideration, and possible approval, of amended Intergovernmental
Agreement with Champaign County for disbursement of ARPA dollars* -Exhibit #7

Mayor Fruhling-Voges reported that the agreement would allow the village to
collect the additional disbursement of ARPA funds from Champaign County.

Painter motioned and Cummings seconded to approve the amended Intergovernmental
Agreement with Champaign County for disbursement of ARPA dollars as presented.
Roll call was taken: Painter-Aye, Wolfersberger-Aye, Cummings-Aye, and Rapp-Aye.
Motion passed 4-0

3. Consideration of wayfinding informational sign* - Exhibit #8

Administrator Hackney gave an overview of the proposal from Katherine Howell
for wayfinding informational signs for the village. These signs would be designed
to list local businesses for visitors to explore in town. He mentioned placing the
ground mounted cases with the signs on the Rail Trail and at parks in the town.
Trustees Painter and Cummings mentioned that they would also like to see a QR
code on the sign so visitors could look up information on their phones. Hackney
is going to work with Ms. Howell and bring more information and costs back to
the board.

4. Consideration, and possible approval, of scope of services proposal for
Lauterbach & Amen, LLP* - Exhibit #9

Administrator Hackney reported that this proposal is a continuation of auditing
services from the village’s current auditor. He stated that there is a fee increase
because of new audit standards required by the state.

Rapp motioned and Painter seconded to approve the scope of services proposal for
Lauterbach & Amen, LLP as presented. Roll call was taken: Painter-Aye,
Wolfersberger-Aye, Cummings-Aye, and Rapp-Aye. Motion passed 4-0
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Old Business (* indicates Action Item):

1. Consideration and possible selection of a qualified bid for Solar
Services at the WWTP* - Exhibit #10

Trustee Cummings pointed out the debt services the village has already taken on
over the past few years and is concerned about additional debt for purchasing
solar panels.
Trustee Painter-asked a question of Butch Dalhaus from Rector Solar about the
impact of net metering going away next year. Dalhaus reported that if the village
purchased solar panels this year they will be grandfathered in for net metering
when it is eliminated.

-No action taken

2. Consideration and possible selection of a qualified bid for Solar Services on
farm ground owned by the Village* - Exhibit #11

-No action taken

Village Administrator:

- Updates

Administrator Hackney added that along with his report being included, Mr. Arndt will be
at the first meeting in July to give an update on retail recruitment.

- Staff Report - June 2024 - Exhibit #12

Trustee Rapp asked Public Works Director Peters if the mower is back from being
repaired? Peters responded that he checked on it yesterday and the parts are in and
they are working on putting the mower back together.
Peters also reported that a sinkhole on 3rd street was a broken tile and the drainage
district is replacing it.

Staff Updates:

-Village Attorney-Nothing to report.

-Village Clerk-Nothing to report.

-Public Works-Staff Report - June 2024 - Exhibit #12
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Mayor’s Desk:

-Mayor Fruhling-Voges reminded everyone about the electrical aggregation with
Homefield Energy and that residents could opt out, since Ameren’s rate is lower this
year, saving the average resident $20 a year.

-The Mayor also reported that she met with the girl scout troop that raised money for a
village Christmas tree and performed a tree dedication and planting at the new village
hall location.

Board of Trustees:

- Trustee Painter questioned if there are any state incentives to install electric vehicle
charging stations in town. Administrator Hackney responded that he wasn’t aware of
any grants or incentives but he would check into it.

At 7:32 p.m. Painter motioned and Wolfersberger seconded to adjourn the
meeting.

These minutes are respectfully submitted.

Mike Sennert
Interim Village Clerk

Approved: July 9, 2024
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