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Mayor Fruhling-Voges called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all present. 
 

Roll call was taken.   Fruhling-Voges  Present  

    Wagner  Present 

    Van Buskirk  Present 

    Painter*  Present  

    Davis   Present 

    Cummings  Present 

    Rapp   Present   

  

Others in attendance:  Tiffany McElroy-Smetzer, Village Clerk;  Mike Peters*, 

Village Public Works Superintendent;  Luke Fisher*, Assistant Village Public 

Works Superintendent; Julie Hendrickson*, Village Office Manager; Joe 

Lierman, Village Attorney*; Mike Sennert, assisting with the Village AV; 

Carolyn Jones, proposed purchaser of Abbeyfield; Roche Cain, Rochs; Kelly 

Reynolds, Scratch; Jennifer Wayland, Island Snow 2 Go;  Steve Carter, ICMA 

Range Rider; Nora Maberry, The Record;  Dani Tietz, SJO Daily*; Clark 

Brooks, The Sentinel*.  

 

 

RANGE RIDER PRESENTATION:  Fruhling-Voges introduced Steve 

Carter from the Illinois City/County Management Association where he is a 

Senior Advisor.  Carter was a city manager for 25+ years, many of those in 

Champaign, IL. Carter spoke to the Board about village administrators and 

village managers.  Administrators are more for small towns.  Village managers 

are set by statute.  Area villages that have village administrators include: 

Mahomet, Monticello, and Savoy to name a few.  

 

He noted that having an administrator gives the mayor and trustees more time 

to do things that they are interested in instead of doing the day to day issues.  

He discussed reasons to hire and administrator and what to look for in an 

administrator.  He directed the Board resources that could help them to make 

the decision if this was something they wanted to do.   He also answered Board 

members’ general questions.  He noted that he would be available to answer 

more specific questions as the Village progressed through the process of hiring 

an administrator.   
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Fruhling-Voges noted that this was pursued by the Village 10 + years ago 

before the Village decided it was not the right time to go that route. She has 

given the Trustees many resources that she has gathered through the years as 

well as information from that time.  

 

MINUTES:  The minutes of 5.26.20 and 6.9.20 were presented.   Wagner 

motioned and Davis seconded to approve the minutes as presented. Roll call 

vote was taken:  Wagner – Aye, Van Buskirk – Aye, Painter– Aye, Davis – 

Aye; Cummings – Aye, and Rapp – Aye.  Motion passed 6 - 0. 
 

BILLS:    Rapp motioned and Van Buskirk seconded to pay the bills for the 

Village.  Roll call vote was taken:  Van Buskirk – Aye, Painter – Aye, Davis – 

Aye, Cummings – Aye, Rapp – Aye, and Wagner – Aye.  Motion passed 6 - 0.   

 

MAYOR’S DESK:   

Fruhling-Voges reported that she; Debbie Routh, Village Treasurer; and 

Tiffany McElroy-Smetzer, Village Clerk signed the final paperwork for the 

refinancing on the Village Park and Sewer Bonds.  Longview is the new owner 

of the Village’s bonds. McElroy-Smetzer stated that no new money was added 

to the bonds and the term of the bonds stayed the same.   The refinancing was 

done solely to reduce the interest costs.  The net savings by the refinancing the 

bonds was $88,340.  The Park Bond savings were $16,840 and Sewer Bond 

savings were $71,500. 

 

Fruhling-Voges gave an update on the COVID 19 issues in the Village.  More 

changes will be coming this Friday as the State moves into Phase 4.   

 

Food Truck Discussion:  Fruhling-Voges gave an update on the Food Truck 

situation.  She noted that a decision would not be made tonight.  The Board 

needed to decide what direction they want to go in deciding the issue.  

Fruhling-Voges explained that the problem with whether food trucks were 

allowed came due to a delay when COVID 19 became an issue.   The 

committee meeting had already been held but was not brought to the Village 

Board due to the pandemic crisis. The ordinance vote was put on hold to 

address more urgent issues.  Unfortunately, the Piato food truck was caught in 

the unfinished business.   The Village contacted Piato and apologized for the 

problem.  
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McElroy-Smetzer read letters from Tracie Trotter, Wyldewood Cellars; Denise 

Hatfield, Jack Flash; Roche Cain, Rochs; Kelly, Scratch; and Paula Cler 

Tankersley, and Amber Andersen, Village Residents. The letters will be part 

of the file with the minutes of this meeting if anyone would like to read them.  

A summary of the letters is as follows: 

 

Trotter stated that she and many other local business owners had taken a chance 

on St. Joe when there were many empty buildings downtown.  The downtown 

is now thriving.  COVID and the CDC are presenting unique challenges but 

the businesses are making it work.  Wyldewood is a winery not a restaurant so 

food trucks will not make a difference to her business.   She also saw the upside 

of having more food options with food trucks.  She stated that she could see 

both sides but brick and mortar stores are risking everything to stay open 

especially with COVID.  You can’t move a brick and mortar.  Food trucks are 

mobile and aren’t risking as much. 

 

Cain and Reynold’s letters both were along similar lines but stated that food 

trucks would hurt their bottom line. They explained the financial hardship that 

COVID has put on their businesses. They stressed that their expenses didn’t 

go away because of COVID.   Their seating has greatly decreased so does their 

profit.   They both stressed they are very community oriented.  They employ 

community members.  They support local teams, causes, etc.  They have never 

turned down anyone that came asking for a donation.   

 

Hatfield expressed her opposition to the food trucks.  She echoed the business 

owners above and stated that things are hard enough right now for businesses 

with COVID. 

 

Tankersley expressed her opinions regarding food trucks.  She loves shopping 

in our downtown but sometimes she would like options that aren’t offered in 

St. Joe.  She felt that the food trucks might draw people to St. Joe who have 

not come before.  She suggested switching the definition of local to 

surrounding communities also. She also said that she feels that if a food truck 

wants to try St. Joe, they should have the opportunity.  She brought up the 

myriad of situations that the Board will need to consider when drafting an 

ordinance. It is not cut and dry. She hopes that thought will be put into the 

ordinance if it is determined to be necessary.  
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Anderson stated that policy should be based on what the people/citizens want 

not the local businesses.  The residents could still choose to support the brick 

and mortar. She spoke of limiting competition and it not being a good idea.  

She suggested instead of supporting local, supporting small.  If a policy is 

written it should consider all the specifics.  She said that the policy should be 

enforced consistently.   

 

Anderson had been contacted by Travis Cain who could not be in attendance 

tonight.  He suggested food trucks one night a month from 5 - 8 at Kolb Park.  

He hopes to open a food truck in the next few years.  

 

Jennifer Wayland stated that she had asked the Village multiple times about 

requirements for her food trailer.  She has spent $30,000 on the trailer and 

followed all Village requirements.  She wants to know where she will stand if 

food trucks are banned.  

 

Rapp stated that the Board had voted to support the local businesses.  He felt 

that at this time the Board should vote on an ordinance to not allow food trucks 

at this time. Rapp stated that local businesses are having a hard time to making 

it financially it at this time. He suggested that the Village put a moratorium on 

the food trucks for the next year or so in deference to the unprecedented times 

and the impact on local businesses.  

 

Davis also agreed that a moratorium for a set amount of time.    
 

Painter brought up the issue of limiting competition.  He does not think that is 

a good thing.  For example, his shop is in Ogden.  The Village could write an 

ordinance saying all electricians would be from St. Joe.  That does not make 

sense.  

 

The committee will meet to consider the issue further. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Runck requested to see the plans for the sewer plant.  

He wants to see where the money from the sewer bills is going.  Fruhling-

Voges stated that there were preliminary plans in the Village office that he was 

welcome to review.    
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FINANCE:   Nothing to report 

 

SANITARY SEWER:   Nothing to report. 
 

 

PARKS & RECREATION:  Nothing to report. 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY:   Van Buskirk motioned and Davis 

seconded to approve mosquito spraying by Spring Green for $1200.  Roll call 

vote was taken:  Painter – Aye, Davis – Aye, Cummings – Aye, Rapp – Aye, 

Wagner – Aye, and Van Buskirk – Aye.  Motion passed 6-0. 

     
 

STREETS & ALLEYS: Rapp motioned and Painter seconded to contract with 

Richard’s Tree Service for cutting trees at a cost of $950.  The funds will come 

out of the Motor Fuel.  Roll call vote:  Davis – Aye, Cummings – Aye, Rapp – 

Aye, Wagner – Aye, Van Buskirk – Aye, and Painter – Aye.  Motion passed 

6-0. 
 

Rapp and Fisher reported on the detention area behind Linden.   There is not a lot 

of water moving.  The cattails were cut and some dirt work was done.   It will 

need further work.  This will be follow-up on by Rapp and Fisher.   

 

Rapp discussed the Agenda Guidelines or Policy that he presented to the Board.  

No action was taken:   

 

ATTORNEY’S DESK:   Lierman presented the Board with Ordinance #2020-5 

TITLE 10, SECTION 10-10-3 ACCESSORY BUILDINGS AND USES 

SWIMMING POOLS AND HOT TUBS.  Rapp motioned and Davis seconded to 

approve the ordinance as presented.  Roll call vote was taken:  Cummings – Aye, 

Rapp – Aye, Wagner – Aye, Van Buskirk – Aye, Painter – Aye, and Davis – 

Aye.   Motion passed 6-0. 

 

Lierman presented the Board with Ordinance #2020-6 TITLE 3 SECTION 4-

4-1 FENCES – PERMIT REQUITED.  Rapp motioned and Davis seconded to 

approve the ordinance as presented.  Roll call vote was taken:  Rapp – Aye, 

Wagner – Aye, Van Buskirk – Aye, Painter – Aye, Davis – Aye, and 

Cummings – Aye.  Motion passed 6-0.  
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Lierman and Fruhling-Voges are continuing to work to get an agreement that 

would acknowledge that Trinity Acres and Abbeyfield are allowed to drain their 

stormwater through the tile built by the Middle School.    

 

Abbeyfield building has had water in the basement several times in the last month.   

The closing moved back to July 30th.  The bank will not approve the mortgage 

until the water in basement is taken care of.  

 

CLERK’S DESK:  Nothing to report. 

 

OFFICE MANAGER:  Nothing to report. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS:  Fisher reported that the First Street Drainage project was 

progressing well.  All easements have been obtained.  

 

Fisher reported that the road at sewer plant collapsed during the flooding.   The 

road is fixed.  The bill has not yet been received.  Fisher will work with Drainage 

District #6 regarding cost sharing.   

 

Cummings motioned and Davis seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:30. 

   

These minutes are respectfully submitted.   

 

_____________________________________________ 

Tiffany McElroy-Smetzer 

Village Clerk  


