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Mayor Fruhling-Voges called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all present. 
 

Roll call was taken.   Fruhling-Voges  Present  

    Rigdon  Absent 

    Painter  Present  

    Van Buskirk  Present      

    Wagner  Present 

    Davis   Present 

    Rapp   Present   

  

Others in attendance:  Tiffany McElroy-Smetzer, Village Clerk;  Mike Peters, 

Village Public Works Superintendent;  Luke Fisher, Assistant Village Public 

Works Superintendent;  and Julie Hendrickson, Village Office Manager.  The 

Clerk and Village employees all participated by Zoom. 

 

MINUTES:  The minutes of February 11th, February 25th, April 14th Village 

Board Meeting were presented.  The minutes of April 16th Planning & Zoning 

Board were presented.   Wagner motioned and Painter seconded to approve the 

minutes as presented. Roll call vote was taken:  Painter – Aye, Wagner – Aye, 

Davis – Aye; and Rapp – Aye.  Motion passed 4-0. 
 

Fruhling-Voges reported that Jeff Van Buskirk was her choice to fill the 

remainder of Roy McCarty’s term.  The term ends May of 2021. Wagner 

motioned and Davis seconded to approve Van Buskirk to fill the remainder of 

McCarty’s term.  Roll call vote was taken:  Painter – Aye, Wagner – Aye, 

Davis – Aye, and Rapp – Aye.  Motion passed 4-0.  McElroy-Smetzer swore 

Van Buskirk into office.    
 

BILLS:   Fruhling-Voges updated the Board on the history with Aramark and 

the settlement.  Rapp motioned and Davis seconded to pay the final Aramark 

bill.  Van Buskirk – Aye, Wagner –Aye, Davis – Aye, Rapp – Aye, and Painter 

– Aye.  Motion passed 5 – 0. 

 

Wagner motioned and Rapp seconded to pay the bills for the Village.  Roll call 

vote was taken:  Wagner – Aye, Davis – Aye, Rapp – Aye, Painter – Aye, and 

Van Buskirk - Aye.  Motion passed 5-0.   

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  No public participation. 
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MAYOR’S DESK:   

Fruhling-Voges and Fisher gave an update on the 1St Street Drainage Project.  

Fisher reported that the line will go down 1st Street to tie into the Drainage 

District #6 tile.  The Village may need to get easements from homeowners on 

Douglas Street.  Fisher reported that First Street will need to be oil and chipped 

in the summer when the rest of the streets are done.  They will also need to do 

lateral repairs on Sherman Street. Fisher reported that there was another 

sinkhole.  The sinkhole is behind 200 West Briarcliff. The cost of all the storm 

sewer repairs discussed could be up to $330,000. 

 

Fisher reported that the problems with the Linden Street detention pond and on 

Meadow Circle have not been forgotten.   The Village engineers are working 

with COVID 19 precautions so their projects are not moving at full speed.  

Fisher will continue to follow up and work with Clark Dietz on these problems.   

 

Fruhling-Voges reported that the St. Joseph Village Gardeners have requested 

$2,700 for flowers and material for the 2020 season.  Rapp expressed concern 

regarding the manner and cost of watering the flowers.  Davis motioned and 

Wagner seconded to approve the $2,700 for the Village Gardeners.  Roll call 

vote was taken:  Rapp – Nay, Painter – Aye, Van Buskirk – Aye, Wagner – 

Aye, and Davis – Aye.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Rapp wanted it to be noted that his no vote was not for the flowers themselves 

or for the Village Gardeners efforts. His no vote reflects his concern regarding 

his calculation of the cost of watering the plants which is between $10,000 and 

$15,000.  Rapp used estimated manpower and depreciation on Village 

equipment in his calculations.* He also asked Mike Peters if there were 

changes in how the Village was going to water the plants.  Peters said that the 

flower watering would be the same as in the past.  Rapp feels this method is 

extremely inefficient.         * These costs were not calculated by the Village 

staff using actual hours but are a rough calculation by Rapp.   

 

Fruhling-Voges gave an update on COVID 19 and how it has been impacting 

the Village. The Small Business Assistance office is being very helpful and 

passing along the information.  Fruhling-Voges reported that she and the office 

staff has been passing along information to the Village’s small businesses.     

The applications are incredibly difficult and RPC will be assisting. Fruhling-
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Voges has contacted Champaign County Regional Planning Commission to 

assist with the grant application processes. 

 

Fruhling-Voges read a letter of resignation from Bob Rigdon.  The Board 

regretfully accepted his resignation and expressed their appreciation for his 

years of service.   

 

FINANCE:   Painter gave the Finance Committee’s recommendation for the 

Village’s Fiscal Year 2021 pay schedule.  Painter motioned and Van Buskirk 

seconded to approve the schedule as presented.  Roll call vote was taken:  Van 

Buskirk – Aye, Wagner – Aye, Davis – Aye, Rapp – Aye, and Painter – Aye.  

Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Fruhling-Voges gave an update budget process.  It is progressing well.  It will 

reflect a projected downturn in revenues.   

 

SANITARY SEWER:   Fisher reported he, Peters, and Profanik have met 

virtually to discuss the sewer plant and any maintenance that needs to be done. 

 

PARKS & RECREATION:  Wagner motioned and Rapp seconded to 

approve the bid from Xtreme Mechanical to install a water fountain at Hackler 

Park at a cost of $12,100.  Roll call was taken:  Wagner – Aye, Davis – Aye, 

Rapp – Aye, Pinter – Aye, and Van  

Buskirk – Aye.  Motion passed 5-0.   

 

Wagner noted that former mayor B. J. Hackler will be donating $1,000 towards 

the cost of the fountain.  

 

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY:  Davis reported that he wanted that Board 

to think of possibilities if the community had to postpone or reschedule the 

Community Festival.  At this point, he doesn’t think we are there but wants to 

be prepared.   

 

Davis also reported on the proposed farmers’ market.  He does want to see this 

happen for the Village but with the COVID 19, he feels that this is not the time 

to start it.  

 
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS:   Nothing to report. 
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STREETS & ALLEYS:  Rapp reported that he had received a bid for repairing 

377 running feet/ 1600 square feet of sidewalk for a fee of $6,250 from Jack-A-

Slab.  Rapp motioned and Van Buskirk seconded to accept the bid from Jack-A-

Slab for sidewalk repair at a cost of $6,250.  Roll call vote was taken:  Davis – 

Aye, Rapp – Aye, Painter – Aye, Van Buskirk – Aye, and Wagner – Aye.  Motion 

passed 5-0. 

 

ATTORNEY’S DESK:  Nothing to report. 

 

CLERK’S DESK:  Nothing to report. 

 

OFFICE MANAGER:  Nothing to report. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS:  Fisher reported that the Barcus Drainage project behind the 

2nd Street homes was done in two days.  Reese and Purcell did av great job on the 

project.  

 

Fisher also wanted the Village to know that the property they had gone to court 

to clean up was beginning to accumulate items again.  Fisher wants the Village to 

keep an eye on the property.  

 

At 8:00 Wagner motioned and Davis seconded to adjourn the meeting. 

   

These minutes are respectfully submitted.   

 

_____________________________________________ 

Tiffany McElroy-Smetzer 

Village Clerk  


